2











Martin Luther King’s Legacy
Name
Institution
Course
Professor
Date


Martin Luther King’s Legacy
My cultural event selection was on the honor, commemoration and celebration of Martin Luther King. I chose a virtual event held in the University of West Georgia Campus Center. The purpose of the virtual event was to honor the University’s 12th annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration. Music and spoken word performances were featured at the function, followed by a talk and a question-and-answer session with Dr. Rashid Richey, the guest speaker of the event.
On commencing, Dr. Brendan B. Kelly, President of UWG, gave remarkable opening remarks. Kelly, who relocated to Carrollton with his family in March from South Carolina, spoke about his appreciation for the region and its significance in American history. His speech was later followed by a wonderful congregational singing of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” from the Hymns of all Saints.
There was a spoken word performance that touched on the freedom of the African American community. The title of the spoken word, “What Does It Mean to Be Free,” elucidates some of the issues that blacks still face in society, such as racial discrimination and fear despite them being free. The speaker described the unfairness of the treatment given to black Americans for simply being black, saying that the freedom they were given does not feel so free at all. For instance, he described the freedom of speech which allows everyone to speak on what they believe in freely; however, it is not the same for a black person in the community. There was a song performance by the Chamber Singers, which was in line with the spoken word. The song spoke of freedom and the fight for victory still going on for the blacks. It stated that the war is not yet over and that when it is finally done, the victory will be glorious for everyone. In my understanding, the war symbolizes the continuation of the fight for freedom and justice against the oppression that blacks and other minorities still face in America today.
Dr. Rashid Richey’s speech was titled “Chaos or Community: Where Do We Go from Here?” The title was also the theme and query for the weeklong events. Richey started his speech by quoting Martin Luther King, who said that education aims to teach people to think deeply and critically. He stated that intelligence plus character is proper education’s aim. True education is about more than just academics; it is also about personal moral growth. And that Martin Luther King had this in mind for all people.
In his speech, Richey said that when people are angry, they can become much like brainwashed and tribal as the people they claim to be fighting. He spoke of Dr. King’s plan, which stated emphatically that hatred could not extinguish hatred. Only love has the power to do that. According to Richey, MLK assumed that policy could alter the reality of the disadvantaged. He explained, a policy is a social agreement between the government and its people, and there is always a positive result at the heart of a good strategy. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wished for a “better social contract.” Dr. Richey gave his turning point by sharing his personal experience where he spent one year in jail at 17 after being tried as an adult. At the time, Georgia had already passed a law allowing a person to be charged as an adult at 17. Upon being released, he felt that he had the greatest gift of all: his freedom which made him the accomplished man he is today.
Dr. Richey wrapped up the talk by discussing the three resources that everybody should have: commitment, which means never abandon the battle for full equality for everyone; demonstration, which means drawing attention to topics that require addressing; and diplomacy, which means being able to speak with those who disagree with you politically or hold different views.
By watching the performances, I feel the institution dramatically contributes to the commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. By inviting students into a tale of transformation, which will ideally spark their desire to form the communities in which they will lead and live hence meeting the goal of the annual celebration. I feel the theme of the event connects to the community, especially when the black community is going through a lot of discrimination and police brutality. Dr. Richey’s speech opens people to a progressive way of fighting for their rights which involves a demonstration, diplomacy, and determination as per Martin Luther King’s teachings. 
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